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Vor. IV. 


A Pevirton AGAINST THE CHARTER. 


Profound disappointment will be the feeling of the 
profession on hearing that a small section of their 
number has obstructed the granting of a New 
Charter. It is said the petition emanates from a few 
of the Feliows, and that their complaint is that they 
are being deprived of privileges for which they 
paid money. How any persons could sign their 
names to such a deplorably small grievance we fail 
tounderstand. Has not every member paid for his 
rights and priveleges? Did not the Charter of 
1876 deprive men of privileges for which they 
had paid? Are the Fellows so superior in their 
professional attributes that they can honestly claim 
to be more fitted for all the offices in the profession 
than the members? We desire to say little against 
the Fellowship as a degree, but we must remind our 
opponents that the majority of Fellows still consists 
of men who were selected and not examined, and 
who paid five pounds less for their privileges than 
those who submitted to examinatiov. To the majority 
of the veterinary profession we believe tle pecuniary 
value of the Fellowship is the very last and lowest 
of the reasons which give it any importance. It 
was instituted as “a higher degree” and with proper 
management it is still capable of being made one. 
If it really represented a higher standard of pro- 
fessional attainments it would be more valued, but 
every one knows that the examination as at pre- 
sent conducted is a farce, and that it has been sought 
for by too many men simply as a portal to the offices 
which it monopolises. Who has signed the peti- 
tion which hopes to preserve the monoplies we know 
not, but we are curious to learn the names of men 
who value the “ higher degree” at fifteen guineas and 
stipulate for the return of the money, if the Privy 
uncil acvede to the wish of the profession. The 
proposed Charter dves not attempt to take from the 
Fellows all that the Charter of 1876 so unfairly 
fave them. It only enables members to sit on the 
uncil alongside of Fellows, and therefore the 
Petitioners ought to have estimated the value of the 
jflowship in divisions aud claimed only for the part 
y may lose. Let us divide the advantages of 


Fellowship as foll age 
Value on aa ollows and try to put a petitioners 


£s d. 
1. Monopoly of Examinership 10 0 0 
: » 4, Councilman 5 0 0 
“Higher Degree” =... 0:15 0 


ot ede own low estimate they cannot fairly ask 
. return of more than £5 when the new charter 
granted, and that sum our Council might well 


offer to pay to every man who has the modesty to send 
in a claim for it. We should suggest that if our 
charter is only granted subject to this compensation 
clause, payment should be made at an annual general 
meeting when each claimant would receive his 
cheque from the President amidst the appropriate 
expressions of an admiring profession, “Give us 
back our guineas” is a miserable cry which was not 
even whispered in 1876 when a whole profession 
was disfranchised, and it comes now with an ill 
grace from-half-a-dozen disappointed monopolists. 


Tue Exection or 


We have deliberately refrained from any active 
interference with the coming election until we 
knew whether the New Charter was to be opposed 
or not. Now that opposition is certain we must 
lose no time in assisting the profession to again as- 
sert itself. We were in hopes that the Charter was 
secure, and that every member of the Body Cor- 
porate had agreed to sink his individual opinions in 
face of the practically unanimous profession. We 
hoped that the ground was cleared for other impor- 
tant matters, and that this election of representa- 
tives would have been permitted to turn on other 
issues. We looked forward to a year of constructive 
work in which our educational methods should be 
placed on a better and firmer basis; in which our 
rights under the Act of 1881 should be defined and 
stringently protected; and in which our own rela- 
tions to each other and to the public might be 
regulated by some provisions concerning “ profes- 
sional conduct.” We confess. in short, to having 
anticipated a quiet time in which men of diverse 
opinions could have worked together for the com- 
mon good. This is now out of the question, and 
the subject which interested us all last year is to be 
the factor which will dominate this election. If we 
return to Council a single man opposed to the New 
Charter we give the Privy Council an excuse for 
refusing our request. but if we send a solid phalanx 
of representatives pledged to support the Charter 
we shall certainly obtain it. Last election was a 
great victory, and had its results; this, however, 
is of even of greater importance and urgency. Upon 
it depends the rejection or acceptance of our petition 
for a charter, and every elector must feel that his 
vote may be the turning point of our progress. 

Every Association should use its collective force 
in guiding and promoting this election. The first 
thing to do is to select candidates who may be 
depended upon to give effect to the profession’s 
wishes, and the next is to influence every practitioner 
to vote for them. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 


“SINGULAR CASE IN A BULLOCK.” 
By Geo. H. Grssines. 


The case recorded by Mr. Storrar in your recent 
issue I should consider to be Malignant Catarrhal 
Fever. In my experience the disease is rather un- 
common but exceedingly fatal. Exposure to cold 
has been assigned as the cause of the malady but 
cases have come under my observation in the height 
of summer, and further, I think the affection would 
be much more prevalent were it due to climatic in- 
fluences alone. Appended is a condensed account 
of a case resembling in many respects that published 
by Mr. Storrar. 

June 24th, 1891. South Ham cow in full milk, 
grazed with others on old pasture, reported to have 
cold in head: copious discharge from eyes, nostrils, 
and mouth; muzzle of a yellow hue, ears and horns 
abnormally hot, persistent trembling movement of 
head and neck, snuffling noise emitted during in- 
piration, takes but little food; pulse 96. 

June 26th. Patient worse; cornea opaque and 
eyelids partially closed, Schneiderian membrane 
covered by a thick brownish scab which impeded 
respiration; on removing this exudate the tissues 
were found to be studded with ulcers, as was also 
the lining membrane of the mouth. 

June 29th. Suffocation being imminent tracheo- 
tomy was performed, which immediately relieved 
the dyspnoea. ‘I'he nasal passages were almost com- 
pletely occluded by the exudation. 

July 1st. Slight ulceration of cornea, discharge 
very offensive ; cerebral symptoms supervened, and 
the cow died the following day. 1 regret I did not 
perform a post-mortem. 

Treatment. A saline aperient was first administered, 
followed by stimulants and Quinine; local inhalations 
of steam medicated with Eucalyptus oil ; and anti- 
septic injections. The disease steadily progressed 
and the treatment adopted was apparently useless. 


MALIGNANT CATARRH OF CATTLE. 


The notes of a case recorded by Mr. D. Morrison 
Storrar under the heading * Singular case in a Bul- 
lock” in The Record for Saturday Feb 27th, form an 
exact description of a case we had here last week in 
a Heifer. 1 had intended recording it, but as it 
would be simply a repetition of Mr. Storrar’s notes 
with the substitution of “heifer” for “bullock.” 
I scarcely think it is worth while recording the 
details. I presume I am right in diagnosing the 
cases as Malignant Catarrh. In refering to my notes 
I find Prof. Walley’s description of the “specific 
fever, termed malignant catarrh” to tally in every 
point with the description given by Mr. Storrar, and 
the condition witnessed in our case. 

The heifer was attacked suddenly on Thursday 
morning. On Friday the inflammatory lesions about 


the nostrils, conjunctive, and pharynx were well 
marked ; pulse 100 and temperature 105, accompanied 
by very great depression and entire loss of appetite, 
The local symptoms became more intensified daj 

and the depression increased, the discharges became 
purulert ; cornea opaque, making the eyes resemble 
boiled eggs She refused all kinds of food, and only 
swallowed the medicine with difficulty. The disease 
terminated fatally on Monday night, the fifth day. 
I may say that in this practice a number of such 
cases have occurred but a large percentage terminate 
fatally. Counrry. 


The following remarks formed the postscript to a 
letter from another correspondent. 


“I think the strange case in a bullock, reported 
in the last Record, would become less strange if the 
author would favor us with the history. Malignant 
Catarrh of cattle wants investigating. Our know. 
ledge of the disease has not improved a bit since 
Gamgee wrote about it.” H.F.T. 


A PECULIAR CASE, 
By Cartes Warp, M.K.C.V.S. 


The following case seems so ‘similar tu that re- 
ported by Mr. D. Morrison Storrar, that I send you 
a short note of it. On January 20th last I was cal- 
led in a hurry to a cow which the farmer thought 
had got “ inflammation,” and which had only taken 
ill witbin the last half hour. 

When [ arrived at the farm I found the cow 
shivering ; eyes swollen, and tears running over the 
face; saliva flowing from the mouth, and mucus in 
abundance running from the nostrils; mouth very 
hot, as also horns and ears, temp. 106, and pulse 
frequent. 1 first enquired how she was fed, and 
was told that she had just eaten her turnips before 
taking ill. They told me that these turnips had 
been lying outside not covered up, so I concluded 
that I had a case caused by frosted turnips and at 
once administered Ziv. of opium in a little warm 
water, had her well clothed; and promised to call 
in a short time. 

In about 3 hours time I was passing and looked 
in, when I found the cow’s face looking much wer 
eyes swollen but not running, mouth and nostr! 
quite clean; no shivering, but slight diarrhea. 
saw her next morning and she was alright again. 

‘This cow was one of a hundred that were being 
fattened, and she did not lose much flesh for 
she had such a bad attack. 


PARTURIENT APOPLEXY. 
By G. E. Nasu, Richmond, Yorks. 


I hope you will forgive me for writing on this well- 


worn and vexatious subject. I do not like om 
into print, but the temptation is too great, ra _s 
Adam before me, I have fallen; the only exp tae 
of my fall being that I am fascinated by pyc like 
pertaining to the disease. In practice, Ido 
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the nameevenof milk fever,for the result of my treat- 
ment (or quackery— for it borders on it, so little do 
I know of its pathology) is so very uncertain. At 
the same time it is a very interesting disease, and 
one of very great importance to the country practi- 
tioner. 

As the number of theories as to the cause and effect 
of parturient apoplexy are increasing almost weekly, 
] should like to add ancther to the list, or rather, 
confirm one of those mentioned by me in « paper 
which I read before a meeting of the South Durham 
and North Yorkshire, Veterinary Medical Society 
in March 1891; this is—the presence of colostrum 
corpuscles in the blood. I have examined the blood 
of several cows suffering from the disease, and in 
each case I have found clusters of fat globules, or 
perhaps, properly speaking, colostrum corpuscles, and 
from what I can make out, the presence of these cor- 

uscles in the blood causes asort of intoxication 
fllowed by coma. 

I take it that this theory—if it is mere theory, 
though I maintain that it is something more—is 
quite enough to account for many of the symptoms 
of milk fever, such as, low temperature, staggering, 
coma, ete.; death in all probability being due to 
thrombosis, blood stasis, and loss of nerve force. The 
rapid recovery being accounted for by the mammary 
gland resuming its function; the fat globules going 
to form milk. and passing down their natural chan- 
nel, instead of being taken up by the circulation. 

If you will permit me, I should just like to refer 
to two of the theories on milk fever, propounded by 
Messrs Harms, Wild, and V.S., Dublin. Now, with 
regard to Dr. Harms theory, or actual phenemenon, 
(at any rate post-mortem) viz., air bubbles in the 
blood; it sounds very well, but will not solve the 
problem in the majority of cases ; for instance cases 
of milk fever before calving; or why deep milkers 
shouldbe more liable to take air into their blood vessels 
than poor milkers? Why should cows be more 
subject to the disease after third and subsequent 
calves than after the first and second? I think if 
sich were the cause, we should see our cases die 
more suddenly ; if there was not sufficient air in the 
blood to kill the animal suddenly I think recovery 
would be the rule, and not the exception. Of course, 

presume that Dr. Harms means pure air and not 
the gas generated from necroemia. 

Mr. Wild’s theory. viz.. thrombosig, is all very true 
up to a certain point. I admit that thrombi in the 

min may be the cause of death in some cases of 
parturient apoplexy, but in my opinion thrombosis 
18 not the primary cause of the disease. Ifa throm- 
Ps once form in the sinuses of the brain I contend 

at there is little or no chance of recovery, The 
Wig recoveries we see are not consistent with Mr. 
Me opinion, that thrombosis of the sinuses of 
. the cause of parturient apoplexy. Mr. Wild 
ah ty can secretion of milk bring about a change 
: th vat How, we know not, but we do know 

io ;: lood has an increased tendency to coagu- 

1 auring the latter part of pregnancy, I agree 

wth him that a thrombus may form withont inju 
e vessel, particu! may nt injury 
where » particularly in a parturient animal, and 
globules are found in the blood. 


I agree with V.S., Dublin, so far, that pieces of a 
thrombus may break up, or rather off, as soon as 
formed, if a part of the clot projects into a collateral 
artery or vein. Also, the clot may soften and break 
up, or it may only partially block the vessel, and so 
be broken away by the force of the blood stream. 
With regard to the chloral hydrate treatment, I can 
only say that I have found it to answer better than 
any other drug that I have tried—and their name is 
legion. Chloral hyd. is said to have the property of 
pricy | blood from coagulating. If this is so, 

think that accounts for the good percentage of 
recoveries from its use. Ammon. carb. given in bolus I 
think a good medicine in milk fever, the ammonia 
has the same anti-clotting property andis a stimulant 
into the bargain; but every man cannot get the balls 
down properly. which is a great disadvantage. 

I have no hesitation in saying that chlor. hyd. is 
the best medicine we have at the present day for 
parturient apoplexy—aA big score for Mr. McConnel. 
Praised be his name. 


METHYLATED SPIRIT. 


Those practitioners who use S.V. Meth., are 
certainly indebted to Mr. Huish for the information 
conveyed in his recent letter. At the same time 
I think Mr. Huish, is a little premature in saying 
our trouble will end when the book of requisition 
forms is obtained from the officer of excise. The 
important point is, are we legally entitled to use 
S.V. Meth., whether containing wood spirit or 
mineral naphtha in the preparation of tinctures used 
for internal uses? I am afraid, after a perusal of 
the carefully worded Act we are not, In the report 
of the proceedings of last meeting of Council Mr. 
Hunting’s remarks imply our position with respect 
to S.V. Meth. is a parallel to the cases of Pharma- 
ceutical Chemists. 1 think not. One can easily 
understand the objection there is to the introduction 
of S.V. Meth. into medicinal preparations for human 
use. It is an open secret that a regular trade was 
done by chemists in the large towns of Scotland, and 
the North of England, in the supply of S.V. Meth. 
for human consumption, especially upon Sundays, 
and other occasions when intoxicants could not be 
obtained elsewhere. I know from my own observa- 
tion that in the large drug-houses in London the em- 
ployées become very addicted to the habit of drink- 
ing it. It is, I surmise, to stop this illicit consump- 
tion that in the excise authorities have now added 
“Something so abominable,” the mineral naphtha. 
This question of the uses of S. V. Meth. is an im- 
portant one, in fact one of the most important— 
from the way it will affect us pecuniarily—- 
that has been before us for some time. If the use 
is prohibited and 8. V. R., has to be substituted in 
the preparation of tinctures, etc., the cost of the dose 
to us will be almost, if not quite, as much as we can 
charge our clients; especially in agricultural prac- 
tices. 1 think it is the duty of our Council to take 
up this matter thoroughly, and to represent to the 


Board of Inland Revenue the large dose we give, and 
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the small remuneration we receive in comparison to | T. Butcher, Cleobury Mortimer; A. E. Paley, Walsall; 
practitioners of human medicine. I have looked up iar 

the Act, nd encroaching tno mach mpon Your’ | chester; and R. Irving, London ; J. Farndale and W. W, 
space it ts as follows Collins, Birmingham. Letters vf apology were received 
The Spirit Act provides “ That if any person pre- | from Professors Penberthy, Pritchard, Axe, McFadyean, 
pares or attempts to prepare, any S. V. Meth. for} Walley, Williams, Sir H. L. Simpson, Dr. Fleming 
use as or for a beverage, or as a mixture with | Messrs. Kenyon, and others. ' 
a beverage, or sells any S. V. Meth. whether so| The Secretary (Mr. H. J. Dawes) read a letter from 
prepared or not as or for beverage, or mixed | Mrs. Blakeway, acknowledging the receipt of the resolu- 
with a beverage, or uses any §. V. M., or any tion of condolence which the association passed at a 
derivative thereof in the preparation of any article Sie te 
‘capable of being used wholly partially as a| ofthe Associationf Mr. Joun THompson, of Coventry, 
beverage, or internally as a medicine or sells or has | Mr. Srantey CaRLEss nominated Mr. Tuomas Husayn,. 
in his possession any such article in which S. V. Meth. | of Cheltenham ; and Mr. H. M. Srantzy nominated Mr. 


or any derivative thereof has been used, he shall for | G. Prickerr. 


each offence made be liable to the fine of £100. and|__ On the motion of the PrestpEnt, seconded by Mr. E. 
the spirit with respect to which the offence is com- Patey. The Association elected Mr. Jonn Wricut, of 


mitted shall be forfeited.” The use of S. V.M. is Mr. Barling. of 
allowed in sulphuric ether, chloroform, chloral by- | po.. as his successor in the chair. He said that Ir 
drate, and the liniments of soap, camphor, aconite, | Barling was one of the oldest members who had not yet 
and belladonna. Permission to use 8. V. M. in the | occupied the chair. There were several other members 
preparation of any medical compound whatsoever, is | whom he would have been pleased to nominate, but he 


only obtained by direct application to the Board of hoped that Mr. Barling’s nomination would be acceptable 
(Hear, hear). Although he came from a very great dis- 


Rustiovs. Barling a very regular attendant at their 
na on the same subject, Mr. C. H. Huish |™ i waren donte Moses, Coe, Stoke; and F. L. 

it ia eoeesary that the Veterinary Surgeon | Stamford; were unanimouly elected, 
visor or Excise Officer in his district, who will also | duties of the office as well as his friend Mr. Malcolm 
forward his application to head quarters. had done, but ifthe members would take him ashe was, 


T mene hove weint Get that th lati f 1 he would do the very best he could for the Association. 
may puns oe pp aepmeadedien (Applause.) He understood that it lay with him to 


year are in no way relaxed, and it is only by the . at oleniate ts 
authorities being thoroughly assured that proper use ths seconded 
will be made of the old kind of spirit that the con- by the President, who said he was sure that a more 
cession to use it is made in favour of the Veterinary capable Secretary than Mr. Dawes could not be found. 
Profession.” (Hear, hear). He had done the work of the past year 
both efficiently and punctually. 

— = The resolution was agreed to. 

On the proposition of Mr. A. L. Grsson, seconded by 


Mr. Over, Mr. Jonn Biakeway was appointed Treasurer 

in the room of his late father. In putting the proposi- 

' Dg tion to the vote, the President said he was confident that | 
ae . Blakeway would make an admirable Treasurer. 
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES | 
Mr. TriccER proposed the appointment of Mr, 
set Tue ANNUAL MEETING Caress of Stafford, as a life Governor of the benevolen 
i fund ; and having been seconded by Mr. H. Barger, 
By The Annual Meetiug of the Midland Counties Veteri- | the resolution was adopted. 
a nary Association was held on Friday, February 12th,| The annual balance sheet having been read by Mr. ' 
Bf). | 1892, at the Grand Hotel, Birmingham. Mr. J. Malcolm BuaKeway, he then thanked the meeting for the honour 
i.e President, rege the chair, and there were present | of election to the treasurership. He felt that they had ‘ 
ia also Prof. McCall, of Glasgow ; and Messrs. W. Hunting, | chosen a poor substitute for the Treasurer they had lost. 


London; Stanley Carless, Worcester: H. Pinkett, | When he reminded them that his tather undertook 
Worcester; F. L. Gooch, Stamford; J. E. Cartwright, | office in 1877 with a balance in hand of £4 17s. 108. of 
R. Cartwright, E. Beddard, Wolverhampton ; R. Wilson, | resigned it in ’91 with a balance of £176 7s. 4d. they wo” 
Mark Tidy, E. Price, H. M. Stanley, A. L. Gibson, J.|see that it would be no easy thing to repeat 
Blakeway, J. M. Parker, Birmingham; 4H. Barrett success. , 
Nuneaton; J. A. Gold, Redditch; A. Over, Rugby ; The Present regretted tu say that since their last 
J. Coe, Stoke-on-Trent ; H. L. Pemberton, Bridgnorth ; | meeting they had lost another of their valued members, 
N. Horton, Warwick; Dr. Manley, H. Collett, H. J. namely, Mr. O. J. Hills, of Leamington. For many a 
Dawes, West Bromwich ; G. Russell, Sandiacre ; B. Freer, | Mr. Hills was a very regular attendant at their en © 
Uppingham ; F. W. Barling, Ross ; G. Smith, Tunstall; | and took an earnest interest in the proceedings. 
; NS Wr J. Carless, Stafford; R. Trigger, Newcastle, | moved that the Secre be requested to send a le 
(Staffs. ; H. Olver, Tamworth ; F, Warmington, Sutton ;| condolence to Mrs. Hills on the loss of her hus 
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The President Elect seconded the resolution and it was 
to. 

The question of nominating a candidate for election on 
the Council was broached by the Presioznt, who, how- 
ever, said that some of them, himself among the number, 
thought they might almost rest satisfied with what was 
done last year. The majority of the members who re- 
tired this year were able men, and seeing that they had 
accepted the reforms which the profession desired, the 
members might perhaps, without any fear of the con- 
sequences be prepared to support their re-election. Of 
course the matter was entirely in the hands of the 
meeting. 

Mr. Triccer thought the meeting might well con- 
sider the question 2 little before passing it by. It did 
strike him that they had amongst them one gentleman 
who was pre-eminently calculated to represent them. He 
alluded to their President. (Hear, hear). No doubt 
Mr. Malcolm had a perfectly safe seat as a vice- President, 
but it was for them to say whether or not they looked 
upon a vice-president exactly as a representative of a 
district. Under the present system, which would very 
shortly and very properly be reformed, vice-presidents 
were elected, not by the association, but by the Council 
only. Moreover, although his seat in that capacity was 
safe, he had to come up for election every year. Mean- 
while there were very important questions before the 
profession, and Mr. Malcolm took very enlightened views 
on themall. He had had the pleasure of sitting with 
him as a vice-president for two years, and although they 
had not always voted on precisely the same lines he had 
learned to see in Mr. Malcolm a most able man, and a 
man who, being free from bias or party spirit, voted ac- 
cording to views he conscientiously took of the interests 
of the profession. Mr. Malcolm might of course prefer 
the safe seat, but if he might be allowed to do so he 
would move that they should nominate him for election 
as their representative. 

Mr. Otver seconded the motion. ll of them, he 
said, had had the opportunity of judging from the reports 
in the veterinary journals the capabilities of Mr. Mal- 
colm as shown during his vice-presidency, and they 
were all agreed that they could not send a better man to 
the Council Chamber than he. In nominating him they 
should not omit to follow the former practice of 
— other associations to join them in securing his 

ion. 

The Prestpent said he rather regretted that they had 
brought his name forward in this connection ; but if 
they Were not satisfied with what those gentlemen had 

ne in the direction of reform, they were clearly 
entitled to make a nomination. For his own part he 
thought there was no fear of those retiring refusing to 
enn and carry out the reforms which were desired ; but 

tthe matter with the association. 

aa OtveR :—May I suggest that there are six retiring 
and that we can still vote for five of them ? 

t. TRicGER :—It is not quite certain, either, that all 
gentlemen will seek re-election. I don’t wish to 
out anyofthem. I make the nomination simply 

M aview to test the wishes of this association. 
le ro Huntine (London) was of opinion that the Mid- 
show a.considae ts — was a very strong body, would 
20 interest ewant of backbone if it seemed to take 

Male. in the politics of the profession. Certainly 
as th colm’s opinions and votes would not be the same 
thought fog the six retiring members; and if it was 
asa oe any question Mr. Malcolm might vote 
val nd they the other, it would surely be a little bit 
ter of — that they were all good men. As a mat- 

»tour of the six were steadily and powerfully 


every single reform which the profession 
to obtain. 


had | upon it in an upward 
Surely it would need a very heavy | gr 


those four were to be put in the balance against Mr. 
Malcolm. (Hear, hear). 

There being no other nomination Mr. TriccEr put the 
motion to the vote, and it was carried unanimously, 
amid applause. The Secretary was instructed by a 
corollary resolution to seek the support of other associa- 
tions for the nominee. Subsequently Mr. Malcolm 
intimated that on reconsideration it nome be impossible 
for him to be a candidate. 

After some discussion raised by Mr. Over in pursuance 
of notice, it was resolved that the meetings of the associa- 
tion should in future be held alternately on the second 
Tuesdays and Fridays of February, May, August and 
November. Mr. TriaGerR gave*notice of his intention 
to move at the next meeting “that two of the meetings 
in every year shall be held in Birmingham,” 

The PreEstpENT introduced te the meeting Professor 
McCall, and welcomed the professor to jthe Midlands on 
that, the occasion of his first visit. 


ON LUXATION OF THE PATELLA. 
By Professor McCat1, of Glasgow. 


When your President (Mr. Malcolm) applied to me for 
the title of my contemplated lecture, I without a 
moments consideration replied “ On diseases connected 
with the Stifle Joint and Femoro-Tibial Articulation.” 
But [ had not proceeded any length in the direction of 


pursue in treating the subject, until I discovered that I 
must of necessity restrict my remarks to one only of the 
several pathological conditions connected with this im- 
portant joint, aud accordingly I have chosen as my 
thesis “ Luxation of the Patella.” 

Luxation of the patella, in my opinion, is not so much 
the resali of diseased processes as of mechanical altera- 
tions of position. In some cases it is undoubtedly the 
malformation or diseased condition of structures which 
leads to the luxation, but in other cases and the majority, 
itis not the diseased condition of structures, but the 
simple mechanical alteration in the position or angle of 
the bones as they move on each other. If, for example, 
the femur and tibia be kept at right angles, no inherent 
muscular power could luxate the patella, but on the 
other hand place the femur and tibia in a vertical posi- 
tion and there is no great difficulty. To render this in- 
telligible and to comprehend the remarks I am about to 
make so as to enable us to come to a mutual understand- 
ing asto supporting or disagreeing with my views, it is 
imperative that we briefly pass in review the anatomical 
structure and mechanism of the parts which enter into 
the conformation of the stifle joint, and [ shall now, with 
your leave, proceed to do so. 

The patella or stifle-bone is a small bone resting on no 
other bone and isolated in a certain sense from other 
bones. It is fixed in its situation by three straight and 
two lateral ligaments and by certain muscles, all of which 
we require individually to study. 
The external straight ligament originates on the an- 
tero-external border of the patella, runs ina —_ line 
downwards in the space betwixt the external condyle and 
external trochlea of the femur, and becomes fixed to 
the head of the tibia immediately in front of the external 
semilunar disc. It is the thinnest and weakest of the 
straight ligaments. 
The middle straight ligament arises from the centre of 
the anterior surface of the patella, rans downwards in a 
straight line in the hollow space betwixt the two trochlea 
and becomes fixed in a groove formed in the tibial tuber- 
osity or crest. This ——_ has most tensien put 
irection, as witness the deep 
oove in which it plays and leaves its impression, and it 


Weight of ability to press down the scale if any one of 


is the strongest ligament. 
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The internal pac. arises from the supero-posterior 
aspect of the patella, curves round the large internal 
trochlea and inferiorly becomes fixed on the internal] head 
of the tibial tuberosity. This ligament and not the in- 
ternal lateral ligament is probably the greater preventa- 
tive of luxation of the patella. 

External lateral ligament, a short thin slip, arises from 
the external condyle of the femur and passes straight ac- 
cross to the external inferior border of the patella and 
becomes fixed under the external straight ligament. 

The internal lateral arises aceite internal condyle 
of femur and passes over and becomes attached to the 

tella just above the insertion of the internal straight 
oaients It is the most dangerous of all the ligaments 

These ligaments prevent the patella moving upwards be- 
yond a point, but they neither hold the patella up in its 
o~ nor do they prevent its descending, or being pulled 

own. 

Now as regards the muscles: The structures which 
passively hold the patella up and prevent its falling 
down, are the tensor vaginee femoris and the superficial 
and deep layers of faschia lata connected with it, and 
which originate as high up as the external angle of the 
ilium and run down to the patella and thigh. The 
muscles which actively support the patella, and by their 
muscular contractions carry it and keep it suspended 
high up on the trochlea of the femur, as for example in 
the act of flexing the femur on the hip and extending the 
leg, are the triceps cruralis or rectus femoris, vastus ex- 
ternus, vastus internus and crureus. The principal 
muscle which abducts the stifle, by acting on the patella, 
is the triceps abductor femoris, which arises as high up 
as the spine of the sacrum and coccyx, and passing down 
by its anterior division becomes attached to the external 
lateral side of the patella and its external ligament and the 
faschia of the leg. This muscle has most powerful action in 
flexing the femur on the pelvis, abducting the leg, and ex- 
tending and rotating the thigh, and no doubt materially 
assists in pulling the patella outwards and keeping it out 
in the act ofluxation. The principal adductor muscles 
of the leg acting on the patella are the sartorius, 
pectineus, and triceps adductor femoris, but we need 
scarcely consider these in detail, as they have not 
the power to seriously alter the movements of the 
patella in any direction, the size of the internal trochlea, 
preventing displacement or luxation even of a partial 
character inwards. Such a position as luxation of the 
patella inwards is an impossibility. We thus see the 
patella is slung up passively by the tensor vaginze muscle 
and its apponeurosis to the external angle of the ilium, 
and actively in the upward and backward direction to the 
rim of the acetabulum, and to the whole length of the an- 
terior surface of the femur, by the rectus femoris, vastus 
internus, vastus externusand cruralis. That it is prevented 
moving in an outward direction by the sartorius, pectineus, 
triceps adductor femoris, the internal lacteral ligament, 
and although last not least, by the internal straight liga- 
ment. And further that its imeurd movement is prevented 
by the external lateral ligament, and triceps abductor 
femoris muscles, but the greatest obstacle to luxation of 
the patella inwards is the enormous size of the internal 
trochlea. Notwithstanding the ample provision thus 
made to enable the patella to glide upwards and down- 
wards on the trochlea of the femur and to remain in 
safety there, now and again it alters its position becom- 
ing immoveably fixed with the leg stretched in a back- 
ward position behind the animal, and to this position 
and condition the term luxation of the patella has been 
given. 

Now regarding the cause of the luxation, various 
opinions have been expressed, and I daresay every practi- 
titioner of the Veterinary Art has a theory of his own, 
but in so far as committing these opinions or theories to 
writing, strange to say, nothing of any consequence can 


be found in the pages of our professional journals, [| 
have asked the librarian of our college and also the 
librarian of the Edinburgh college, to carefully peruse The 
Veterinarian, Veterinary Record, and Veterinary Journal, 
for articles on luxation or dislocation of the patella, and 
they have both reported to me an entire absence of any 
article of consequence, so that I am forced to fall back 
on the little which has been written on the subject by 
my old and intimate friends the late Prof. Strangeways, 
and by General Sir Fredrick FitzWygram, and Prof. 
Williams. 

Prof. Strangeways in his able work on the anatomy of 
the horse says :—“ It (patella) is liable to fracture by mus- 
cular contraction, and to luxation, in which case, the in- 
ternal lateral ligament is ruptured.’’—That is all. 

General FitzWygram in his work “ Horses and Stables” 
says, “displacement of the patella is indicated by the 
foot being flexed back on the pastern bone, by the hock 
being straightened, and inability to advance the leg, 
The displacement is generally to the outer and not to 
the inner side. It is sometimes occasioned by undue 
uprightness of the femur on account of which the patella 
slips over the outer condyle of the femur.” 

Prof. Williams in his work on “The Principles and 
Practice of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery” writes, 
luxation of the patella occurs in young horses that are 
grazing on very hilly pastures, from the mal-position 
in which the limbs have to be constantly kept. The 
patella is forced outwards, the internal lateral ligament 
becomes stretched across the internal prominence of the 
trochlea of the femur and is thus torn or chafed. At first 
the luxation is only partial, the patella slips in and out 
of its position, with a clucking noise at every step the 
animal takes: very commonly both patellz are in the 
same condition—when the luxation is complete—the 
internal lateral ligament must be ruptured through its 
whole thickness and the patella slips outwards. The limb 
now becomes stretched backwards, there is total inability 
on the part of the animal to flex it, owing to the action of 
the vasti, rectus femoris, crureus, etc. [t is hardly con- 
ceivable that a complete dislocation with rupture of the 
ligament can at any time be curable.” According to 
these authors luxations of the patella invariably are as- 
sociated with, if not entirely dependant on, rupture of 
the fibres of the internal lateral ligament. [If the luxa- 
tion is partial, it is said the ligament has become stretched 
across the internal trochlea, and in consequence “It 1s 
torn or chafed.” If the luxation is complete—as witness 
the fixed and powerless limb—then it is alleged the in- 
ternal lateral ligament has been “ruptured through its 
whole thickness.” But from the experience which I 
have acquired I have formed a yery different opion 
Luxations partial or complete depend upon a variety : 
conditions, and whether partial or complete, rupture 0 
the fibres of the internal lateral ligament 1s, I — 
seldom in evidence. In support of my contention, 
shall now proceed to enumerate in detail, a few cases 
which have occurred in my practice :— 

Case I. Luxation of the Patella from f 
shaft of the ilium: A.six years old cart-horse sustaln 
a fracture of the left shaft of the ilium, in the — 
close behind the external angle of the ilium. — 
large and valuable animal, and the fracture 4 long -" “ 
front of the hip joint, he was considered a fit subject a 
treatment,and accordingly he was placed in ry ~ 
otherwise treated. In due course he was — tem 
moved, but it was observed that displacement of 7 . 1 re- 
tured portion of ilium downwards and inwards hat ine 
sulted, with a most marked atrophy of the tensor vagl : 
and a slight atrophy of the rectus femoris peony les. he 
animal was conveyed to the infirmary at my nik reel 
placed in a large loose box so that he might w pornilg 
about. Shortly after his arrival there, one pom e 
early, he was found with the hind leg on the 
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side stretched rigidly behind and unable to be moved. | asked as the animal is making no better, and the pro- 
I was immediately advised of the ‘occurrence, and having | prietor fears there is a “ dislocation of the stifle.” An Be! 
hurriedly dressed proceeded to the stable. 1 at once | exatnination reveals the affected limb shorter than its he 
recognised the condition of things, felt the patella in its | fellow. When at rest the limb hangs like a walking es 
altered position, and with the assistance of a rope placed | stick from the hip joint, and all the muscles are 7m 
around the pastern (to extend the limb) and with gentle | smaller in volume than on the sound limb. The ay 
pressure to the patella on complete extension of the | bones are placed almost vertically on each other, and a 
limb, it was replaced—not expecting that it would | the hock joint is in a state of complete extension. !n pro- « 
luxate again. I instructed the groom to lead the animal | gression the only joint which moves freely, is the hip- ia 
to the end of the drive and back. The distance could | joint, the stifle very slightly and with sound, the outdhe - 

easily be accomplished in five minutes, but as twice this | lying low down in the groove. The hock joint moves none, it 


time had elapsed and no sounds of their return (we coula 
not see them in the a another groom was sent to en- 
quire, and he immediately returned to say, that in the 
act of wheeling to come back, the leg again became fixed 
andthe horse could not move. The leg was found in the 
same position as in the loose box, and by similar methods 
it was replaced and the animal walked back to his box. 
On arrival he was placed in slings, the leg by the fetlock 
fixed in a forward position, and a blister applied all over 
the stifle joint. Stimulating embrocations were regularly 
applied to the wasted muscles, and after a long rest the 
horse was able for work, but the atrophy and weakness 


of the limb was very obvious, although luxation of the | 


patella did not again occur. 

Case II. Luxation of the Patella from disease of the 
Crural Muscles: Large, roan-coloured Belgian cart- 
horse, very valuable, in the prime of life, and sound. 
Yesterday he was not at work—requiring to be shod. 
Taken to smithy, shod, jumping and playing himself re- 
turning from smithy. He was left at night apparently 
in health and strength, but next morning he was found 
hanging the off hind limb and unable to go over or go 
back in the stall. During the course of the day I paid a 
visit to the animal, and found that he had no power or 
almost no power of standing on the affected limb, and if 
made to do so, by taking up the other hind limb, he 
groaned with pain, and could only do so for an instant 
of time. The joints of the affected limb, especially the 
hock were in a state of flexion and he had not the power 
to extend the joints and thus lift up the left side of the 
pelvis up to the level of the sound side, in short, he could 
not “stand up,” but on the contrary “crouched down ”’ 
towards the ground. Progression was most difficult and 
painful,and a few lengths of his own body was all the 
poor creature could accomplish. Sensation and motion 
were by reflex test found to be perfect—he felt the prick 
ofa pin and struck out with the affected limb in any 


is always completely extended and never flexed. The fet- 


lock and pastern joint scarcely move and the foot nowhere 
comes in contact with the ground except at the extreme 


point of the toe. As stated the limb hangs as it were from 
the hip, moves from there like a pendulum, and with the 
point of the toe it can be made to touch the ground. It be- 
inga hopeless subject the animal was destroyed. A dissec- 
tion of the limb disclosed the following mal-developments : 
Flexor metatarsi sheath and tendinous attachments 


present, but muscular belly totally absent, and had never 


been present. Extensor pedis, muscular belly rudi- 
mentary, and enclosed within the same sheath as the 
representative structure of the flexor metatarsi, but both 
of these important muscles instead of arising from the 
femur between the external condyles and trochlea, arose 
from the head of the tibia, by a tendinous attachment. 
The result was that owing to the rudimentary condition 
of the flexor metatarsi the animal had not the power to flex 
the hock and the antagonistic muscles of the metatarsi, viz. 
the gastrocnemii took possession of the limb and by con- 
tinuously pulling on the point of the os calcis, kept the 
hock joint extended or open. The flexed position of 
the pedal bone on the os coronz we need not discuss, as 
the case is cited solely to prove that partial luxation of 
the patella may result from maldevelopment of the struc- 
tures named, and in which luxation the lateral ligament of 
the stifle joint is not interested. 

Case IV. Luxation from debility after disease, as- 
sociated with defective conformation of the stifle, and 
defective muscular development. The conformity of the 
stifle varies much. Some animals have the muscles, ten- 
sor vaginw, rectus femoris, and vasti, largely 
developed, and the stifle well up to the flank, 
others have the muscles so sparingly developed that they 
can scarcely be seen under the skin, and the stifle is low 
down and back. To this great defect we sometimes have 
added, a straight limb like a walking stick. Foals of this 


: ction. In passing it may be mentioned that the stall | conformation, whether grazed on hilly or level land, are 
> Was examined as well as the horse, to endeavour to make | victims to partial and complete luxations of the patella, 
8 out how the animal came by his injury, but no light was | and I have had to treat many such. The Belgian breed 
I ever shed on the case. The animal was placed in slings | of stallions used for funeral purposes, more or less have 
. for a time, counter irritation applied over the stifle aud | this defect of conformation of the stifle, and in some the 
f Up towards the pelvis. In a fortnight a marked atrophy | want of muscular development is most marked. They 
f of the rectus femoris, vastus internus and vastus externus | are not by any means a hardy animal, and when seized 
" Was perceptible to the eye. This atrophy was progres- | by a disease which leaves them in a state of muscular de- 
I five, and in the hope that it might be influenced for good | bility and general weakness—as for instance after an 
8 ¥ physical exercise, the animal was taken out of the | attack of influenza -I have seen them luxate the patella. 
aboet and aliowed the use of a large box. He moved | Animals that in health and strength > tape are no weak- 
. i very little, however, but lay down regularly, | ness, or inclination to “clucking ” of the patella in pro- 
d Mere got up without difficulty. Partia)] luxation of | gression, are now heard to give off this sound as they 
: a now setin. The atrophy steadily proceeded, and | move round the loose box, and if the limb slips forwards 
a ian € rectus and vasti muscles had almost entirely been | and outwards, so as to bring the femur and tibia towards 
* a by absorption, the animal after four months of | a straight line, down slips the patella from want of tone on 
or — treatment, including nerve stimulants, gal- | the part of the crural muscles to hold it up, and the leg 
id pei etc., was destroyed. The post-mortem examina- | becomes immoveably fixed behind the horse. I have ha 
. prea Tevealed a pronounced atrophy and fatty de- | Belgian stallions under the circumstances named luxate 
i 2 bh tion of the muscles enumerated, with disease of | their patellas more than once in 24 hours, and continue 
re ood-vessels, but the bones, joints and ligaments | at intervals of time to do so until they got up their 
“ C a traces of disease. strength, and in every such case the animal made a per- 
“ Yearlin IIT. Luxation ‘from Congenital Malformation : | fect recovery and worked for years afterwards under my 
, the ¢ 8 colt, since his birth has walked on the point of | observation. 
ly maine ot the near hind limb, and the stifle joint has| Case V. Hydrops Articuli of the Stitie Joint. 
af **clucking ” noise jwhen progressing. Advice is! Another and not unfrequent pathological condition giv- 
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ing rise to a partial luxation of the patella is dropsy of 
the stifle joint, more especially if associated with a con- 
genital shortness of the flexor tendons, in consequence of 
which the foal walks on his toe and the heel does not 
touch the ground. I have had to prescribe for a con- 
siderable number of such cases and with but little 
success. 

Case VI. False Step probably associated with Straight 
Limb and Distended Capsules. The late Prof. Dick, in 
his valuable lectures to ‘his class, used to mention the 
fact that young horses travelling in snow and tired in 
consequence (as for example when in the hands of 
dealers and travelling from one market to another) oc- 
casionally suffered from luxation of the patella, and that 
by suddenly frightening the animal and thus making him 
“ spring raion the patella sometimes regained its 
position. I have had no experience of luxation under 
the circumstances mentioned, but do not in the least 
doubt its accuracy. Several other cases I might 
enumerate had time permitted, but as I anxiously court 
a discussion on those which have been put forth, I shall 
refrain, meantime let me briefly review or focus the cases 
recorded, and from them draw the inferences or lessons 
which I consider they are calculated to teach. 

Case (1) as stated is an example of complete luxation 
of the patella proceeding from a fracture of the external 
angle of the ilium, brought about first by displacement 
downwards of the broken portion of bone and afterwards 
by atrophy of the tensor vagina muscle, which by its faschia 
is fixed to the patella and passively holds the patella up in 
its place. It must be evident to every one of us, that 
the rectus femoris and vasti being voluntary muscles 
would become unfit to hold up the patella unless they had 
some re:ief, and this relief is afforded by the tensor vagina 
and itsfaschia. Under the circumstances mentioned the 
tensor vagina could not afford the necessary relief and 
support, and this conjoined with the muscular weakness 
and partial atrophy of the crural muscles lead to descent 
and luxation of the patella. 

Case (2) is explained on the same principles as Case (1) 
and proves that without atrophy of the tensor vagina or 
fracture of the ilium, luxation of the patella may follow 
from atrophy of the crural muscles, as these are muscles 
which actively maintain the patella in its elevated position 
on the trochlea of the femur. 

Case (3) is a remarkable example of the effect of con- 
genitally placing and maintaining the bones entering 
into the formation of the stifle and hock joints in a 
vertical position—as one of several effects we have a par- 
tial luxation of the patella owing to its not being 
* braced up.” 

Case (4) is interesting as proving that without an 
disease congenital or acquired, active or latent, debility 
with defective conformation and muscular development 
can lead to a complete luxation of the patella and the 
animal made a perfect recovery. 

From the cases I have cited and several others which 
have come under observation, I am decidedly of opinion 
that rupture, partial or complete, or indeed disease of 
any kind of the internal lateral ligament has little if 
anything to do with luxation of the patella. The ana- 
tomical arrangements of the parts are such that lateral 
movement of the patella inwards positively cannot take 
place, and outwards to a most limited extent, and even 
then, it can only be displayed when the limb has been so 
placed as to bring the stifle joint into a position of com- 

lete extension. In proof of this if the patella be 

uxated itis always luxated to the outside, and if com- 
pletely luxated, the animal has no power to restore the 
position, neither can the operator restore the posi- 
tion until he has placed the leg forwards, bring the bones 
more or lessinto a vertical position, and thus extended 
the stifle joint. Apart, however, from what the mechanics 
of the joint proves, if luxation of the patella was de- 


have listened with very great interest an 


mdent on, and associated with, “ stretchin tearing 
iol rupture of the fibres of the internal lateral liga. 
ment,” or any other ligament of the joint, it would be 
an incurable affection, ending in ulcerative disease of the 
bones and cartilages of incrustation and consequent 
permanent lameness. Now this has never been the re- 


sult in all my experience. 
Discussion. 


The PrestpEnt: I am sure we are much indebted to 
Professor McCall for the new light he has thrown upon 
this affliction. I am especially delighted that he should 
have had the courage to come and give us s practical 
lecture. Lately most of our lectures have been upon 
pathological subjects, and members have said they were 
practical men and if we only had practical subjects they 
would enter into discussion more thoroughly. 1 will not 
now stand in their way and I trust the paper will, as it 
deserves, elicit a good discussion. 

Mr. Huntive :—T don’t remember having seen the 
explanation Professor McCall has given and it has never 
occurred to me, but I think he has clearly shown how some 
of these otherwise unexplainable cases occur. We have 
a somewhat analogousease in the foreleg, where you have 
a dropping of the limb from spraining of the muscles 
above the elbow ; so the angle of the stifle is maintained 
by the muscles filling up the angle between the ilium and 
the stifle. All his cases bear upon the same thing, point 
to a common explanation, and are, I think, susceptible of 
no other. I believe, however, he is wrong in saying that 
there is no reference in the journals to this disease. [ 
have a recollection of a discussion on the subject in the 
Veterinary Journal, some gentlemen having formulated a 
theory not noticed to-day, that the patella was not really 
luxated at all, but was simply raised to the highest part 
of the surface upon which it works. It is remarkable 
that that should have been the case because it is utterly 
opposed to the explanation of Professor McCall. In one 
case you would require some spasmodic contraction of the 
muscles, in the other debility and relaxation. Again, 
some time ago in The Record I extracted—stole, if you 
like, (Laughter), from the Australasian Veterinary 
Jowrnal not only a case but three illustrations, in which 
Mr. Cameron, I think a Scotch student originally but 
now attached to Professor Kendall’s College, gave draw- 
ings of a luxated patella which he says was so very evident 
that you could push the bone in and out as you moved 
the animal. The remarkable thing about the case was 
that it was opposed to all our notions of the position of 
the limb. The angles of the hock and stifle were straight 
as in ordinary case, but the horse accomodated himself 
not by putting the leg behind him but by extreme flexion 
of the fetlock, standing upon nearly the end of the pastern 
bone. Unfortunately illustrations can be made to show 
just what the draughtsman likes. One thing is noteworthy 
in all these cases—the unison of action between the hock 
and the stifle. So far as action goes nobody is able to 
say whether the horse is lame in the stifle or the hock. 
You hear men say, “ The actiun suggested hock lameness. 

1 don’t dispute it—but it must equally have sugges 
stifle lameness. I have to thank Professor McCall for 
having really taught me something about stifle ailments. 


Mr. TriaceR :—Like every one else in this room 
d considerab 


profit to the able remarks of Professor McCall, and like 


Mr. Hunting I have found myself a student agalt ot 
rubbed up some little of my anatomy which had pro +d 
got as rusty as certain stifle joints I have seen. ghtly 


or wrongly I have had an impression that of late year 
we have diagnosed more cases of stifle lam 
used to. In my apprentice days if a horse 4 
in the hock it was lame in the hip. But independen Hl 
of luxation I am clearly of opinion that stifle lameness, 

far more common than even now we th 
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many cases we get the grave complication of disease of 
the articular cartilage. I know of no ailment wherein 
rest during the early stage is more essential than it is in 
stifle joint lameness. I think we ought to educate our 
eyes very carefully for its diagnosis, and the way to do so 
isto take note of the position and action of the limb in 
cases where. we have actual knowledge of the seat of 
lameness. It has been truly said that as compared with 
other medical practitioners we are under a disadvantage, 
because our patients cannot assist us by speech. We have 
to trust entirely to the educated eye. With regard to the 
malformation case I Gidn’t quite catch the age at which 
the animal was destroyed. 

Professor McCauu :—It was a yearling, 

Mr. Tr1aGeR :— Why was the animal ever kept so long? 
There must have been a very great amount of atrophy of 
the limb. 1 should like to know whether as the animal 
grew the muscles developed at all, or remained as they 
were at the time of birth. 

Professor McCatu:—Oh, no. The muscles were all 
considerably smaller in this limb than they would nor- 
mally have been. 

Mr. TrigeeR:—You very often find luxation of the 
patella in foals. You may put it back half a dozen times 
and it will go on luxating. My idea is to put a blister on 
it, and in many cases it subsides into its natural position 
and you get a perfectly sound horse I have of course 
known other cases where it did not do so because the 
essential condition of repose could not be maintained. 
Only yesterday a man told me he had got a large number 
of cases of stifle lameness in his herd of shorthorn cows. 
They were of all ages. [ did not satisfy myself as to 
how they arose. His cows were under the same conditions 
as other people’s so far as I could see. You will remem- 
ber that an Irishman who was asked by an examiner what 
was the commonest cause of lameness, said “stifle joint 
lameness, they get lame going across on the steamers. 
They cut their stifles and get lame.’ (Laughter) He 
did not get his diploma for that answer, but after all 
there was something in his answer no doubt. 

Mr. W. Canuess, (Stafford) :—I1ay say Mr. Chairman, 
that I had subscribed to the opinion that the internal 
lateral ligament had a good deal to do with the majority 
of cases of this ailment. But we know it arises from a 
variety of causes—in old animals from one, in young ones 
from another, and in cattle perhaps from still another. 
In cows it is persistent and you get it at every movement 
of the limb with no inflammation of the joint, the cause 
is clearly, either relaxation or a rupture of the internal 
lateral hgament very likely caused by throwing round the 
limb to avoid bruising a full udder. In foals we often 
see it, and the suoner we can say to such cases “ Rest in 

the better (Professor McCvll. “Hear, hear”). 

ey are best dead. They are likely to be a big expense 
to the owner and nocredit to the practitioner. In horses 
in high condition I am under the impression that it very 
often comes on through cramp of the recti muscles of the 
thigh, and I have treated them successfuly by applying 
‘one counter-irritants to the course of the muscles from 
. . stifle up to the ilium, changing their diet and giving 

ose of physic. That could not have been rupture of 

¢ ligament. At other times I have seen it in horses 
an = overgrown their strength, two-year old colts 
“a lave been placed upon wrong diet and lack strength 
Vitality, Then it may be overcome by blisters and 

by — nitrogenous diet. I am not sure that plac- 

Pa on a level pasture is the best thing. If you can 

ra. he and give them moderate exercise, | say do 

pe it 4m rather fond of an undulating pasture be- 
who wore play to every muscle and strength to the 
ole muscular system, 
ol te Samira :—I have seen many cases of luxation 
the ve had very little difficulty in reducing or replacing 


look for something else as a cause, as from luxation we 
rarely get permanent lameness. 

Mr. Otver:—I must thank Professor McCall for his 
able paper. He has thrown a new light upon the question. 
But there is one thing that suggests itself to me which I 
should like to put asa query. The first case he quoted 
was due to a fracture of the ilium. Now fracture of the 
ilium is perhaps one of the commonest fractures, but it 
is very rarely that we get luxation of the patella conse- 
quent upon that accident. 1 would like to hear how he 
explains that. In my experience it is very common in 
foals to get dropsy of the stifle joint, and I agree with 
Mr. Carless that generally speaking it is very unwise tu 
treat such animals. Freqnently they are tuberculous, or 
are suffering from other conditions of general disease, and 
they rarely get better. In cows I am bound to say I 
agree with our friend the Irishman. Only a few days ago 
I saw three or four cases in one day, and it appears to me 
that Professor McCall’s explanation of the cause of lux- 
ation in horses is also an explanation of its more frequent 
occurrence in cattle. We know that cattle stand on 
straddles when in the shippon, and the repeated drops of 
four inches or more may cause injury, weakness and a 
diseased condition of the stifle joint. 

Mr. Fav.kKner :—I take it that Professor McCall has 
considerably, enlarged the scope of our diagnosis in cases 
of lameness. We may now get above and below the joint 
and take notice of the structural alterations that can and 
do take place. With Mr. Olver I am also anxious to hear 
Professor McCall’s explanation with regard to fracture of 
the external angle of the ilium and wasting of the muscles 
of the belly. How does it happen that in town practice, 
in which we get a very great many injuries of this char- 
acter—“ down quarter,’ we call it—I cannot bring a 
single case to my recollection in which we had any lux- 
ation of the patella? But on the other hand | have cases 
well fixed in my mind where we have had luxation and 
atrophy without any fracture of the external angle of the 
ilium. With Mr. Hunting I agree that the history of our 
profession has not been fully overhauled by those deputed 
by Professor McCall, or they would have found history 
recorded bearing upon the subject. There are cases well 
fixed in my mind. One more remark of Professor 
McCall’s I take exception to, and purely because I speak 
from my own experience. He says “ Luxation always 
takes place outwards.” That is a point on which I must 
differ, for I have seen two cases, one in consultation, 
another in our own practice, and [ have read of a third 
in which the post-mortem conditions were given. In 
those three cases the luxation was unmistakeably upwards. 
The patella was lodged on the summit of the trochlea of 
the femur. In my case everything had been done to 
reduce as in ordinary luxation but without avail ; but the 
animal was put under chlorform, the leg was pulled 
backwards instead of forwards and the luxation was 
reduced. Four years afterwards I had an opportunity of 
making an examination of the joint, and there were 
palpable evidences that the luxation had been an upward 
one. In another case which occurred in Glasgow, the 
animal was destroyed and the patella was found lodged on 
the summit of the trochlea. Those cases, I think, make 
data for taking exception, but the way in which Professor 
McCall has wrapped himselfround this subject cannot be 
too much admired. I agree with Mr. Carless that there 
are cases which occur suddenly in regular working horses, 
through, perhaps, a slip on bad pavement, and which you 
reduce without hearing any more aboutthem. ‘There are 
other cases in which, with debility, you have a repetition 
of the luxation, and you are bound to take measures tu 
keep the animal fixed until you get over the condition. 
But I cannot believe that where there is rupture of the 
internal lateral ligament you may get a horse to work in 
a week and hear no more of the mischief. 


Patella; but for stifle joint lameness I think we must 


Mr. StanLEY :—I am a little disappointed that Professor 
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McCall has not given us more about treatmeut for these 
cases, which are decidely common. Would he give us his 
opinion ? My only plan, very likely old-fashioned, is to 
put the horse in a sling and tie the hind leg up to the 
foreleg, blister the part and keep the animal at rest for 
six weeks or two months. If we could get them sound 
quicker I should be very much pleased to hear about 
it. 

Mr. Cor :—We have many cases of luxation caused by 
debility, and I have had several cases after the present 
epidemic of influenza. My treatment has been the sling 
for a few days, a sharp active blister on the stifle, and a 
strengthening course of nitrogenous food. In that way 
they have soon got well. 

Mr. W. Carixess:—After hearing Mr. Olver and Mr. 
Faulkner, I am reminded that I intended to tell you [ 
had seen very frequently—perhaps ten times, more or 
less—atrophy of the recti muscles supervening upon 
azoturia, but I never saw luxation of the patella so super- 
vening. There was a crouching position of the body and 
an inability to raise the hindquarters to the proper posi- 
tion. Whether it can have any resemblance to fracture 
of the ilium [ am not prepared to say, because I have not 
thought it out, but it strikes me that if you had it from 
fracture of the ilium, you might expect it reasonably from 
atrophy of the recti muscles. 

Mr. Over :—I have one of my own animals who has 
partial dislocation of the patella every day ; but we can- 
not have the inner ligament torn in that case, or we 
should get inflammation and lameness. There is no 
lameness. It began two years ago. She was frequently 
standing on the point of the fetlock, but as soon as the 
patella was reduced she was perfectly sound again. I 
have had other cases also, and I may say that generally 
on putting them in a loose box, I have found that they 
rarely had a return of it, but that keeping them still 
made its return more common, I suppose because of the 
fatigue of a restrained position. 

The Presiwpent :—I would like to join with those who 
have thanked Professor McCall for hispaper. 1 certainly 
have learned a good deal to-day ; but, like Mr. Olver and 
Mr. Faulkner, | have met a great many cases of fracture 
of the external process of the ilium, and so far as I re- 
member I have not seen a single case of luxation of the 
patella from that cause. I had one rather peculiar c»se, 
something similar to that of Mr. Trigger. There was a 
kind of clutching action of the fetlock—the horse, on 
lifting his feet from the ground turned up his shoe by a 
curious sudden action. I put it down at first to injury to 
the stifle, but afterwards [ was not very sure whether that 
could be the cause, or whether there was not some injury 
to the extensor pedis. There was not the relaxed con- 
dition of gastrocnemii seen in cases of injury of the 
flexor metatarsi. In Birmingham I may say we have not 
many cases of luxation of the patella. I certainly do not 
remember eleven cases in eleven years. Six or eight 
would be the major number, and the treatment I have 
usually adopted has been simply to fix the foot furward, to 
give rest, and in some bad cases to apply a blister. 
Sometimes next morning the horse would he going almost 
sound, but sometimes it would be a littlelonger. In one 
case he remembered he would get the horse quite sound, 
but on putting him to work in shafts or chains, he, after 
a few days would have it again. Give him another rest 
and he would get right again, but to again recur. In our 
boat horses, injury to the crural muscles was occasionally 
seen. 

Professor McCau :—I may say before replying that as 
a teacher of young veterinarians it is my earnest desire 
to teach every known condition that may lead to a given 
result because we have now and always have had men en- 
gaged in practice who have more practical knowledge than 
ourselves ; and it becomes a teacher’s duty to obtain what 
information he can, so that his students may recognise 


the various conditions. I acknowledge I have read very 
little in regard to the subject. I was not aware of the 
cases Mr. Hunting has been kind enough to mention, and 
J shall take very good care to make myself familiar with 
them. My desire was not to air my theories, or to at- 
tempt to teach anything to you, who have been in practice 
for years. I have limited myself, therefore, to give 
expression to no opinion npon the views entertained by 
others. ! have laid before you six cases which | consider 
typical, and tried to give you the explanation of what, in 
my opinion, led to these partial or complete luxations, | 
was particularly pleased that Mr. Olver, and I think also 
Mr. Faulkner and Mr. Carless, made reference to the 
singular case of luxation of the patella, due to a fracture 
of the external line of the ilium. I have had more than 
30 years practice now, and a pretty extensive one, for | 
have 3,000 horses under my care running upon the streets 
in Glasgow, and while [ have had at least 100 cases of 
fractured hips in all situations, I have only had one 
solitary case of luxation of the patella from a fracture of 
the hip. Thatis the very reason E brought it before you. 
But then I dealt with atrophy ‘f the crural muscles, 
which quite independent of fracture would lead to lux- 
ation. Here, in the singular case I have told you of, we 
had an extensive fracture of the external ilium, across 
the neck of the projecting bone ; and we have a most 
powerful muscle attached to that, wrapping itself in two 
folds of fascia round the patella. Now [ hold it is that 
attachment which passively and involuntarily holds up 
the patella, because the voluntary muscles which are at- 
tached to it would tire if they had to do all the work. 
That, it seems to me, is undoubtedly the function of the 
great dense fascia. With this fracture, too, there was 
very marked displacement of the bone; it was pulled 
inwards and downwards ; the tensor vagina muscle went 
down toa thread and we hada slight atrophy of the rectus 
femoris muscles. I am quite prepared to attribute partial 
luxation to the partial atrophy of the rectus femoris, but 
I am more inclined to think that it was more due to the 
displacement of the bone and the wasting of the tensor 
vagina muscle. I don’t know if I have made it clear to 
you. I am quite aware it is exceptional, and | shall be 
very pleased if any of you have such a case you will re- 
cord it. As to Mr. Faulkner’s case of luxation of the 
patella taking place inwards— 

Mr. FavuLKNER :—Upwards. 

Professsor McCaut :—Inwards ! 

Mr. FauLKNER :—Upwards. 

Professor McCatu :—But that is not my argument. 

Mr, FavtKNER :—I understand you to say that it al- 
ways took place outwards. 

Professor McCaut :—Exactly. 

Mr, Favtxner :—And I say this was npwards—avd 
inwards a little of. course. ; 

Professor McCati:—Well, I still keep to what I said. 
You will excuse me (showing the specimen) but I don’t 
see how it is possible for that bone to move over that. 

Mr. Huntine :—That would be a fixture, not a lux 
ation. 

Mr. Fautkner :—I am not going to play upon words. 
The bone rode- back and up in the small recess. _ 

Professor McCaLi:—Well, I cannot argue with you 
upon that, but coming to the next point I may say that 
have never had a case of cramp, and therefore I hope you 
won’t think anything I am going to say is to be wag 
as what we shall find in practice. Might I take “ 
liberty of asking whether it was cramp of the rec 
femoris muscles. 

Mr. Caress :—Yes, sir. 

Professor McCatu Well, cramp is characterised 
contraction of muscular fibre, and if cramp produ we 
ation it could not be either to the right or the ; ae 
would be a contraction upwards and would Ph 
patella higher up. Your view would then agree W? 
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of Mr. Faulkner that the patella was higher up; and in 
such a case if due to cramp, the displacement would not 
last very long. : 4 

Mr. Caress :—That is so, Professor, there is no doubt. 
And I say that the patella is luxated to a certain extent 
when the hock is rigid and the animal unable to move 
the limb, all leverage being gone. lf it is not luxated it 
so misplaced that it cannot act for the time being. 

Professor McCaui :—May I ask whether in cases of 
cramp the patella can be felt out of its place ! 

Mr, CartEss:—I am not positive that it lies on one 
side, It may be as in the case spoken of by Mr. 
Faulkner. 

Mr. FautkNER:—I may say that in one case the 
animal had what was understood to be a luxated patella 
for six weeks. No patella was to be felt, but the limb 
was rigid in a backward direction, and we were utterly 
unable to get it forward with the rope and collar. That 
luxation or displacement was not overcome until the 
animal was put under chloroform and the limb pulled 
back, whereupon it at once became flexible. In the 
other cases animals stood for twenty four hours and you 
were utterly unable to feel the patella, but they reduced 
themselves without assistance. 

Professor McCat1 :—I can understand such cases being 
due to cramp, as I have said, but I donot understand how 
cramp should ever lead to luxation proper. I shall think 
very seriously over the subject, and if any case comes 
under my observation that justifies the contrary opinion 
I shall be very glad not only to teach my students but to 
put it upon record. (Applause). 

A hearty vote of thanks was passed to Professor 
McCall, on the motion of the Chairman. In returning 
thanks, the Professor said that they were not to think for 
one momemt that he looked upon it that luxation of the 
patella had anything to do with the every day cases they 
met in practice, of ‘diseases of the stifle. 

_ Avote of thanks to the Chairman closed the proceed- 
ings. Mr. Trigger giving notice that at the next meeting 
he would move that Professor McCall be elected an 
honorary associate. It was decided to hold the next 
meeting at Cheltenham. The members afterwards dined 
together and a very pleasant evening was spent. 

H. J. Dawes, (Hon. Sec.) 


ROYAL COUNTIES VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The Aunual General Meeting of the Association was 
held at the Great Western Hotel, Reading, on Friday, 
February 26th. The chair was taken by Mr. H. G. 
Lepper, Aylesbury, (President,) and there were also pre- 
seut Messrs. J. P. S. Walker, V.P., Oxford, (hon. 
prance R. J. Verney, V.P., Oxford; J. Sutcliffe 
ne, Blackheath, (hon. secretary): J. F. Simpson, 
P idenhead; P. Irving, Chipping Norton; A. Wood 
Wal? Banbury ; John B. Tutt, Basingstoke; F. W. 
i. ett, Staines ; John Varney, Winslow; E. J. Mellett, 

enley-on-Thames; E. ©. Howard, Newbury; W. G. 
al agan, and Albert Wheatley, Reading; F. W. Wragg, 

A. L. Butters, London ; and Lt.-Col. Lambert and 

Sssrs. Giles yres, Charles E. T. Henderson, and Arthur 
» Visitors. A great many apologies were an- 
‘ounced from gentlemen unable rig attend the meeting. 

Tue Lare Duxe or CLaKENce. 


The P RESIDENT said that before commencing the busi- 
With hey meeting he was sure he should be in harmony 
Which wi Wishes by briefly alludding to the sad event 

sete happened to the Royal Family since that 
ost on Zast met. They were meeting in Berkshire, 
t under the shadow of Windsor Castle, and he was 


quite sure that they, as loyal subjects, all deeply regretted 
the recent calamity in the Royal Family. (Hear, hear). 
Had they met earlier he would have proposed that a vote 
of condolence should be sent to the Queen and the Prince 
and Princess of Wales; but under the circumstances he 
thought that that allusion, and an entry of it on the 
minutes, would suffice. (Hear, hear). 


Tue New SEcrevary. 


The PreEstpENT said they regretted that they had no 
longer the services of Mr. Hugh Kidd; but they greatly 
rejoiced that Mr. Sutcliffe Hurndall had consented to be 
their secretary. He was quite sure that in Mr. Sutcliffe 
Hurndall’s hands they would be in very excellent and 
safe keeping, and they all thanked him very much for 
his kindness in having so generously accepted the post. 
(Applause. ) 

The Hon. Secretary then read the minutes of the 
last meeting, which were duly confirmed and signed. 


LitrHotomy INsTKUMENTs. 


Mr. Simpson proposed that a set of Lithotomy Instru- 
ments be purchased out of the fundsand kept for the use 
of members’ of the Association—--a subject which he 
brought forward at the last meeting, when the Hon. 
President (Mr. W. Wilson) thought notice of motion 
should be given. Undoubtedly there were more cases of 
renal calculi than they might imagine; and he believed 
if members could more readily obtain a set of instru- 
ments they would more frequently recommend the oper- 
ation of the removal of the calculus. He believed many 
veterinary surgeons advised their clients that the case 
was not one for treatment simply because the instruments 
were not to their hand, Hedid not think it dignified for 
members of an Association such as that to be always 
applying to the College, especially as they had over £70 
in hand. Mr. Wheatly and he (the speaker) had dealt with 
those cases successfully with instruments from the 
College. 

Mr. IrviNG seconded the resolution with much pleasure, 
feeling that the best thing they could do when they got 
money in hand was to buy something for the benefit of 
members of the Association. 

Mr. Waker thought the disease was very uncommon ; 
he had never come across a case. 

The PREsIDENT was certainly in favour of having these 
instruments. He admitted that the use for them would 
not be very frequent; but when cases occurred immediate 
treatment was necessary, and delay probably meant the 
loss of the patient. If purchased, the instruments would 
be carefully looked after. 

Mr. VERNEY concurred, and the resolution was carried 
unanimously. 


EXPENDITURE OF FuNDs. 


The following resolution, moved by Mr. Waker and 
secouded by Mr. HuURNDALL, was unanimously passed ;:— 

“That no funds belonging to the Association shall 
be devoted to any purpose except the ordinary working 
expenses without due notice being given at the meet- 
ing before which it is brought. 


MIscELLANEOUS. 


The Hon. Secretary was instructed to have an edition 
of the revised rules printed. 

Considerable discussion took place as to the method to 
be adopted in future with relation to members whose 
subscriptions are in arrear; and it was agreed that 
Rule XXII should be adhered to. Mr. Simpson giving 
notice that at the next meeting he would move the fol- 
lowing resolution :—“ That Rule XXII be amended to 
read thus—‘ That any member failing to pay his sub- 
scription within six months of the beginning of each 
financial year, viz., Jan. 1st, shall receive notification of 
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the same: and if such subscription be not paid by the 
1st January following his name shall be struck off the 
list of members by the direction of the Association’s 
quorum.” 


Next MEetina. 


The PrestpEnt said he had hoped to ask them.to meet 
at Aylesbury in the summer, but unfortunately he found 
that would not be convenient, much to his regret. 

Mr. Simpson said if the members did not object to go 
over the ground a second time he should be very pleased 
if they would meet at Maidenhead, and he would make 
them as happy and comfortable as he could. 

The PresipENT thought that would be imposing on 
Mr. Simpson, from whom they had already received so 
much hospitality. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Simpson said he should be delighted if they could 
come. As, after what the President had said, there 
might be some hesitation, he would propose that 
the Association hold its June meeting at Maidenhead. 
(Applause. ) 

Mr. FLANAGAN being quite certain Mr. Simpson would 
not ask them unless he quite meantit, had great 
pleasure in seconding. The resolution was carried 
unanimously. 

The Hon. Secretary said Mr, J. L. Castle of Taame, 
had tendered his resignation on account of ill-health. On 
the motion of Mr. VeRNeEy, seconded by Mr. Page, it 
was unanimously resolved that the resignation be accepted, 
and that the Hon. Secretary do write to Mr. Castle, con- 
veying the great regret of the members at the cause of 
his resiguation, and expressing their hope that his 
health might soon be restored. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. H. G. Lepper. 


GENTLEMEN :—As an ordinary member of the Royal 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association, it always gives 
me much pleasure to attend its meetings whenever I am 
able to do so ; and it would indeed be idle to deny that 
it gives me great pleasure to be here to-day, but on this 
occasion, through the honour you have done me in elect- 
ing me your president for the year, I must confess I do 
not find myself so much at home, and feel that I am ap- 
pearing before youin a newcharacter. [ trust, however, 
to your good nature to forgive my shortcomings, and to 
render me your kind assistance in performing the duties 
which belong to the chair. 

In addressing you to-day at the commencement of my 
term of office, [ at once find myself in a difficulty—so 
many inaugural addresses have been delivered, so many 
subjects touched upon, that I am puzzled as to what I 
shall say without committi.g myself to platitudes and 
going over ground which has already been well trodden. 

f you will allow me, instead of discoursing on any special 
subject, I will confine myself to a few miscellaneous 
thoughts about ourselves and our profession. 

Well, gentlemen, we assemble to-day to celebrate our 
8th anniversary—our first meeting was held in Feb ’84. 
It was the result of a small gathering of veterinary sur- 
geons who had met in the previous autumn and formed 
this Association—we may congratulate ourselves that 
from its birth until now it has not only been able to keep 
its head above water, but to go on and prosper. I am 
happy to say we number upwards of 50 members, and 
thanks to the energy of our Treasurer, we have that which 
is most necessary—a good balance in the hands of our 
bankers. It is true we have had one or two little troubles 
but on the whole we can look back upon the past with 
— pleasant recollections, and forward to the future 
with sanguine hopes for continued success. But when 


we consider our youth and remember we are not yet in 
our teens, we must not be boastful, I venture however 
to trust that we ‘have lived long enough to ‘have dis. 
covered the advantage which must always accrue from 
uniting with the view of advancing our common interests, 
I believe that by means of our association a closer friendly 
union exists amongst us, and that we extend our support 
to, and live more in sympathy with one another; and 
this I trust will assist in causing our profession to attain 
the position which we all wish to see it hold. 

;When in my leisure monents I read our periodicals | 
notice there are some who always appear to be defend- 
ing the pursuit in which we are engaged. I am one of 
those who consider it needs no defence. How indeed can 
a man be better employed than in endeavouring to com- 
bat disease amongst those which are powerless to protect 
themselves, in adding to their comforts, in allaying their 
pain and suffering, and in improving their health and 
surroundings ? 

Cicero said, “nothing brings men nearer to the 
than by giving health to their fellow creatures.” If this 
close proximity to the deities applied to those who prae- 
ticed medicine by the modes approved in the days of 
ancient Rome, | think we who have the care of dumb 
animals at the present day may fairly claim to be within 
distance of the gods, and to receive some recognition for 
having conferred benefits upon those which often in their 
own way manifest their gratitude, but cannot give it ex- 
pression in words. — 

Then there are others who make excuses for us. They 
say we, as a profession, are young; we ha e only had a 
charter of incorporation since ’44,but much cannot be ex- 
of us, and that in the future all will come right. 

It cannot be doubted that we have our faults—where is 
the society or the man who has none? But do not let us 
try to excuse them, rather let us show our determination 
to remedy them. Our youth is no excuse—let me fora 
moment remind you how Hippocretes, years before the 
Christian era gave instructions in anatomy and the art 
of treating. We are told that even in his day the abdomi- 
nal parietes were punctured for ascites, and that such 
operations as laryngotomy and lithotomy were attempted, 
and that amputations were recommended in cases of gan- 
grene. When we, who live in this age of rapid advance- 
ment and extensive change, look back through the vista 
of long past years and consider the knowledge possessed 
by the ancients, how can we help discovering that we 
have not advanced so rapidly as we could wish, or fail to 
recognise that it isno longer to our advantage to remain 
where we are. And when I say this, pray do not sup 
pose that I disparage what has already been done, or 
view lightly the untiring efforts of many of our pro- 
fessional brothers to raise the standard of skill and 
general knowledge amongst us. When we compare the 
state of education to-day, to what it was some forty years 
ago, we are almost amazed that such a change could have 
taken place in so comparatively short space of time. yr 
great ignorance then displayed of many elements 0 
science must be fresh in the memory of some here present. 
Now all this is changed. So great has been the stimulus 
given to education, that there are few even amongst tie 
lowest classes who are entirely ignorant; everybody 


-knows a little of something nowadays. I therefore wish 


to impress upon you the necessity for increasilg the 
examination of the pupil 
enters the veterinary schools. I want to see many 0 ~ 
subjects which are now optional made compulsory. Sr 
present examination is of too low a standard ; for ins - 
I notice geography is confined to Europe and our 
little islands. Why, a board school boy would laug 

it! and I am told the minimum number of marks 18 

too low. I do hope to see the time when the so a 
matriculation examination will be in no way inferio 

that required by the sister and other professions. 
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Now we hear and read a good deal about our social posi- 
tion, oftentimes ina complaining spirit, at any rate but 
seldom in a spirit of contentment. Shall we not by in- 
creasing our standard of education, raise our position 
socially? Ours is not a lucrative vocation, and in these 
latter days of the 19th century to have ueither means 
nor learning is, to say the jleast of it, to be in a most un- 
enviable position. But in addition to a higher educa- 
tion I contend that our social position must rest upon 
our own shoulders, it will be what we ourselves choose to 
make it. Let us then discourage practices which are not 
in keeping with professional men, and let us exert our- 
selves to put a stop to everything which tends to cast a 
slur upon our calling. I have notgiven that attention to 
what I may term veterinary politics, which will enable 
me to express an opinion upon them, but of this I am 
sure—that no Acts of Parliament, no supplemental char- 
ters, no regulations of the R.C.V. Surgeons, will elevate 
our position unless each one of us individually is de- 
termined to do so. 

And, by the way, I doubt whether, as a corporate body, 
we are sufficiently known to the public. ou may not 
think with me, but I certainly doubt whether we suffi- 
ciently gain the public ear through the various public 
organs. I continually see in the daily press, lists of suc- 
cessful candidates for the Bar, College of Surgeons, 
Society of Architects, Pharmaceutical Society, the Law, 
the Church—but I look in vain in our daily papers for 
those who have become members of the R.C.V.S. 

Again I read reports of meetings and dinners of all 
kinds of Societies and Bodies except that to which we be- 
long. Ifthe Council of the College through the cour- 
teous and much esteemed Secretary would remedy this 
state of things, I feel sure it would be to our benefit. 

I notice that under the new Technical Education 
Scheme lectures are being delivered, and classes held on 
all kinds of subjects. Men of talent do not think it 
beneath them to impart their knowledge to those who 
take an interest in their particular calling. Why then 
should not veterinary surgeons, if they think well, do the 
same! I cannot agree with those who object, on the 
contrary, | rejoice to know that we are able to afford 
pleasure and instruction to those around us on matters 
in which teacher and taught are alike interested. The 
harrow suggestion that it may cause every one to be- 
come his own V.S., and that it will do harm to us in our 
practice is surely too mean for discussion. The greater 
the interest the public take in the habits, customs and 
treatment of animals, the greater will be the request for 
the advice and services of the V.S. 

When we look back upon the past year we find that it 
has in some respects been an eventful one. There are 
three events which we can hardly refrain from 
noticing, viz., the celebration of the centenary of 
the Royal Veterinary College; the meeting of the Con- 
gress of Hygiene and Demography ; and the measures 
which have been taken to establish an Institute of Pre- 
Ventive medicine. It is unnecessary to allude to the 
history of the Camden Town School, that is well known 
to youall, and has been fully described in our professional 
Periodicals. The celebration of its centenary, although 
a function more for the student than for the practitioner, 
could not fail to be of interest to all, but especially to 
those who studied within its walls and possess happy 

Peations of sayings and doings of bygone days. The 

uce of Wales honoured the proceedings with his 
Highner and the gracious expressions which His Royal 
Wahi used were appreciated outside the college walls. 
“e- the new class-rooms, laboratories and other means 

Tiustruction I hope the institution may henceforth be 
“mas as a great veterinary school, producing men not 
Ph with theoretical ideas difficult to carry out, but 

he practical men, competent to practice with science 


the profession of their adoption and to gain the con- 
fidence and respect of the public at large. 

The meeting of the International Congress was most 
interesting. Those who were unable to be present 
missed an intellectual treat. It was indeed cheering and 
pleasant to hear (I believe for the first time in this 
country) veterinary surgeons holding their own with 
medical men in discussing important questions relating 
to diseases common to animals and man. It certainly 
marks an era in the history of the veterinary profession, 
The genial and kindly way in which our foreign col- 
leagues accepted our hospitality I shall never forget. 

The institute of Preventive Medicine will I understand 
be located at Cambridge. It will provide instruction to 
Medical Men, Veterinary Surgeons, Officers of Health, and 
others, so that students after becoming members of their 
elected professions may continue their studies in the 
higher branches of their calling. It is a matter of satis- 
faction to know that in this instance our profession is re- 
cognised and that one of the most celebrated in our ranks 
is on the Committee of the Institute. 

We have recently been alarmed by the news of 
the outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease fn the Metro- 
politan Market, amongst stock coming from a country 
which has always been believed to be free from disease, 
and from which importation has never been prohibited. 
I trust we are not again to be visited by this scourge, 
which during the last 50 years has cost the country up- 
wards of £15,000,000 sterling. The risk of importing this 
dreaded disease with herds of foreign cattle, is one of the 
inconveniences we have to put up with, as a result of de- 
pending upon other countries for our supply of food. 
We all know too well how difficult it is to stamp out a 
contagious malady of this kind when it once gets a start. 
We congratulate the Veterinary department of the Board 
of Agriculture, whose Officers have been working night 
and day, on the prompt action which it has taken; and 
we earnestly trust that the rigorous measures of isolation, 
disinfection and slaughter which it hes adopted may 
effectually arrest the progress of the disease. 

It is very gratifying too to find there is a steady decrease 
in the number of cases of pleuro-pneumonia. It is our 
hearty desire to see the last case of this insidious com- 
plaint. I do not anticipate there will be great difficult 
in eradicating it in country districts; the difficulty will 
continue to be where it always has been, viz., in the cow 
sheds of our large towns and cities, 

It may not be generally known that long before the 
Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act was passed pleuro- 
pneumonia was, on several occasions, stamped out of Buck- 
inghamshire, and it may iuterest some of you to hear that 
as far back as ’43 a Cattle Insurance Association was 
formed in the Vale of Aylesbury, at the instigation of my 
revered grandfather and father. Committees were formed 
in various districts,and when an animal showed any 
symptoms of lung disease it was valued by two of the 
local committee and slaughtered; the lungs were sent to 
theVeterinary inspectors, and if found to be affected, three- 
fourths of the animal’s value was forwarded to the owner. 
So great has been the loss in the Vale of Aylesbury from 
pleuro pneumonia at different times that many graziers 
would probably have been ruined had it not been for the 
assistance they received from the Association, which not 
only helped to keep them on their legs, but was also the 
means of clearing the county from the disease. Previous 
to framing the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Bill, Lord 
Beaconsfield invited the office bearers to his county seat 
at Hughenden, and after hearing their explanation he 
based the provisions of the Bill on the rules of the 
Association. 

And while speaking of pleuro-pneumonia my thoughts 
not unnaturally turn to the remarks which have been 
made respecting the appointment of laymen to the office 
of travelling inspectors. I entirely agree with what has 
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been said on this subject in the public and veterinary 
press. We have undoubtedly received an injustice from 
where we least expected it, and from where we least 
deserved it. We have pocketed the affront, and have 
calmly abided by it without protest or retaliation. It 
has been said that veterinary surgeons of experience 
could not be expected to become travelling inspectors ; 
but, according to its own showing, the Board of Agricul- 
ture does not require travelling inspectors to be men of 
experience, or they would not have appointed those who 
know nothing of cattle or of their diseases. There are 
many young veterinary surgeons, well-bred and well- 
educated, who would have gladly presented themselves 
for these appointments if they had had an opportunity of 
doing so. How discouraging it is to them, after years of 
study and expenditure of means, to find that they are 
shelved by others who possess no professional knowledge, 
nor have received any special training for the position 
they occupy. No wonder it has caused discontent in the 
veterinary profession, and surprise in the agricultural 
world. If we are not recognised by our own depart- 
ment in the State, how can we expect to be recognised 
by the nation at large! It has been very much the 
same all through the chapter. In the many outbreaks of 
epizoétic disease—foot and mouth, pleuro-pneumonia, 
cattle plague—dowpright hard work has been done, efforts 
have been untiring, services freely rendered; but of their 
reward we had best say nothing. 

Gentlemen, it shall not be said that I am discourteous, 
I have the pleasure of the acquaintance of several of the 
travelling inspectors, I would not say a word against 
them individually. They are worthy of our respect, and 
no doubt perform their duties conscientiously and well ; 
but this J do say, they usurp positions which should be, 
and ought to be, occupied by veterinary surgeons, and I 
contend that these things ought not so to be. The time 
will come when all the contagious diseases of animals 
will be controlled by a central authority. Probably more 
inspectors will be required, possibly a larger permanent 
staff will be necessary. May I ask those who control our 
affairs whether the profession is to be forsaken, and the 
cold shoulder of those in office to be turned towards it 
for ever ? 

Now let us glance for a moment at the military aspect 
of affairs. We hail with pleasure and satisfaction what 
the Army Veterinary Department has done for Army 
veterinary surgeons, and through them for the profession 
itself. The Director-General of the A.V.D., whom we 
are delighted to have with us to day, not only gives his 
care and consideration to those immediately under his 
command, but is good enough to find time to cast a 
friendly look on those of us who hold commissions in 
the Auxiliary Forces. Through his instrumentality 
lasting benefits have been conferred upon us. Through 
his exertions a New Warrant has recently been issued, 
whereby all veterinary surgeons serving in the Auxiliary 
Forces become veterinary officers, not only in name but 
in reality, with the rank first of Veterinary-Lieutenant, 
then of Veterinary-Captain, and afterwards to Veterinary- 
Major. It is a boon which is, and always will be greatly 
appreciated. I hope all veterinary surgeons whom it may 
concern will hasten to obtain the position which this War- 
rant gives them. 

Let me, in conclusion, thank you heartily for the 
honour you have done me in placing me in the presi- 
dential chair, I trust this society will lose nothing in 
my hands; I wish it and our profession every possible 
success. As far as the latter is concerned, when I look 
at the great value of our different breeds of horses and 
cattle, the prosperous state of the Country and the 
Colonies, the enormous and increasing fields which fol- 
low the hounds, the great part which animais play in the 
sports, pastimes, and business of the Country, the fre- 


quent requests for the various services of the veterinary | 


surgeon, I cannot but think there is a great future 
before us. Let us prepare for that future by raising our 
standard of education, by increasing our practical know- 
ledge, and by adding to our scientific attainments. 

Mr. Wraae rose with very great pleasure to move a 
cordial vote of thanks to the President for his very able 
address, which he was sure was highly appreciated by all 
the gentlemen present. 

Mr. Metterr seconded the resolution with great 
pleasure, and it was carried by acclamation. 

The Presivent briefly acknowledged the compliment, 
and the business came to an end. 


THe DINNER. 


The gentlemen afterwards dined together at the Hotel, 
when a very recherche repast was placed upon the tables. 
The President filled the chair, and Mr. J. P. 8. Walker 
the vice-chair. Appended is the toast list :— 

“The Queen.” “The Prince and Princess of Wales 
and all other members of the Royal Family,” given from 
the chair. 

“The Army, Navy, and Reserve ‘Forces,” proposed by 
the Chairman and replied to by Col. Lambert, Qr.- Master 
Ayres Gere Berks Yeomanry Cavalry), and Mr. Wood 
Page (Veterinary Surgeon, Queen’s Own Oxfordshire 
Hussars.) 

“Success to the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association,” submitted by Mr. J. F. Simpson and ac- 
knowledged by Mr. Verney. 

“ Kindred Associations,” proposed by the vice-chair- 
man, responded to by Mr. Wragg. 

“ The Veterinary Profession,’ proposed by Mr. Hender- 
son and replied to by Col. Lambert. 

“The Visitors,’ given by Mr. Wood Page and ac- 
knowledged by Mr. Henderson. 

“ The President of the R.C.V.M.A,” submitted by Mr, 
Irving ; and 

“The Oiticers of the R.C.V.M.A.” given by Mr. Mellett 
and responded to by Mr. Sutcliffe Hurndall. 


LANCASHIRE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


The Annual Meeting and Diuner of this Association 
was held at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, on Friday, 
February 26th. 

The President Mr. Wm. Woops occupied the chair, and 
amongst the members and friends present were Professors 
Williams and Walley, Dr. Railtov, Dr. Fairclough, F. E. 
Bradley, Esq., B.A., L.L.B., Lieut.-Colonel F. Duck, A. 
Smith, Esq., Messrs. P. Taylor, T. Greaves, Jno. Lawson, 
A. Lawson, S. Locke, W. A. Taylor, E. Faulkner, T. 
Hopkin, A. Munro, W. Whittle, T. Briggs, A. M. 
Michaelis, H. D. Chorlton, J. L. C. Jones, Hy. Hall, 4 
W. Mason, Lieut. E. J. Lawson, A.V.D., Messrs. E. . 
Gubbin, W. F. Shore, A. H. Darwell, and Jno. » 
Wolstenholme. . 

The PResteNnT proposed “that a vote of condolence 
with the Royal Family in their late bereavement be - 
ed and entered on the minutes,” this was seconded by ™. 
Peter Taylor and carried unanimously. 

Mr. James Lairawoop, F.R.C.V.S. of Congleton, 
proposed for membership by Mr. P. Taylor, second 
Mr. E. Faulkner, and carried unanimously. 
Mr. T. G. Duggle, M.R.C.V.S, of Bunbury, nr. 
was nominated by Mr. Edwards, of Chester, per le a 

It was resolved that the next ordinary meeting 
postponed until the second Wednesday in April. ae 

Mr. P. TayLor proposed that Mr. Tuomas 

in the nominee of this society for a seat in Youn” 
and Mr. W. Wurtt.e seconded the same. 
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Mr. A. Lawson thought that before the motion was 

tto the meeting, it would be well if Mr. Greaves 
would state what were his views, and the policy he would 
advocate in the future for the profession. 

Mr. T. Greaves in reply said, that as the profession 
had plainly expressed its desire on the following points, 
viz., Abolition of the Ninth Clause; Abolition of Dual 
Appointments ; Election by the Profession of the whole 
Council; he had ceased all opposition, and would loyall 
advocate and support the New Charter, and further said, 
« if asked to join any party to oppose it I will not do so.” 

The motion was then put to the meeting, and carried 
unanimously. 

he PREsIpENT then read his inaugural address. (This 
appeared in our pages last week. ) 

On the motion of Mr. THos. Briaas, seconded by Pro- 
fessor WiLL1aMs, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
the President for the same. 

The members and friends then partook of dinner, at 
which the usual loyal, patriotic, and professional toasts 
were duly honoured 

Jno. B. WotstennotmE, Hon. Sec. 


THE JOHN HENRY STEEL MEMORIAL. 


Owing toa lamentable oversight on the part of 
the Hon. Secretary. who omitted to notify that the 
General Meeting was to be held in the Council 
Koom of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
very few subscribers attended, and therefore the 
chairman (Mr. Roalfe Cox.) determined upon an ad- 
journment sine die. 

In the course of conversation amongst the gentle- 
men present, the chairman announced that there 
was still some difficulty connected with the accept- 
ance of the balance of funds of the late Internationa! 
Veterinary Congress, but he had hopes that the 
negotiations with the Secretary of the defunct 
Congress would have a satisfactory termination. 

Mr. Hunting has forwarded two notices of motion 
for the General Meeting. 

\.—That the memorial take the form of a Reward 
for scientific work, limited to members of the pro- 
fession of not more than two years standing. 

2'—That the Council of the K.U.V.S. be asked to 
accept the amount subscribed conditionally upon 
their agreeing to found a * Steel Memorial” of the 
annual value of £10 10s. 

F. Raymonp, Hon. Sec. 


Hippophagy 
. M. Decroix, late Chief Veterinary Surgeon of the 
tench Army, and president of the Association for 
promotion of the employ of horse-flesh as an 
ment, was féted the other evening at the Restaur- 
ant Véfour in the Palais Royal. by the admirers of 
‘ppophagy, Here is the menu :— 
Horse, ass, and mule sausages. 
Pot au feu of horse. 
Horse a la Geoffrey Saint Hilaire. 
au beurre noir. 
orse tongue, sa 
Fillet of Hore a le Devote, 
Smoked Mule ham, &c. 


This banquet was followed by speeches, among 
which was one by M. Pelvin, president of the Society 
for the Protection of Animals, who asserted that 
death was more merciful for old horses than the 
cruelties that were inflicted on them in their de- 
clining years. It was stated that there were more 
than 200 establishments for the sale of horseflesh in 
the Department of the Seine. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE CHARTER PETITIONED AGAINST. 


In my letter of last week I informed your readers that 
there were rumours of opposition to the Charter. These 
rumours have, I regret to say, been confirmed. I am in- 
formed that a petition has been lodged in opposition on 
behalf of the Fellows, upon the grounds that by this 
Charter they will be deprived of a vested interest for 
which they have parted with their money. The petition 
goes on to say that in the event of the Charter being 
grauted they hope that the Privy Council will order the 
College to refund the fees which they paid for the 
Fellowship. It is to be hoped this opposition to the pro- 
fession will redound to the confusion of its authors; at 
all events the members of the profession must not forget 
it when the election takes place in April next. Then will 
be our only chance to prove to the Privy Council that 
we are in earnest in the matter, that the right of repre- 
senting a ene of over 3,000 members cannot be 

t 


limited to the small minority of 150 Fellows. 
Yours faithfully, 
27 Walpole Street. W. J. Muuvey. 


THE J. H. STEEL MEMORIAL, 


Sir, 
Will you kindly permit me to offer a sincere apology to 
the subscribers to this fund, for a careless oversight in 
the notice for the general meeting. I omitted to mention 
that the meeting would be held at 10 Red Lion Square. 


Yours Truly, 
F. Raymonp, Hon. Sec, 


“MILK FEVER.” 


Sir 

I do not mean to enter on a discussion as to the patho- 
logy of the above disease, I had the privilege of doing so 
in The Journal of Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics 
for September last, but merely wish to respond to Mr. 
A. C. Wild’s second invitation to members to give reliable 
statistics as to its treatment with chloral. 

Since writing first on this subject in The Veterinary 
Record of 5th July, 1890, I have had twenty-eight cases, 
all of which have been treated with chloral and treacle, 
of these twenty-three made a complete and in almost 
every case a speedy recovery. ; 

Of the five others, the first, after having completely 
recovered of the “ milk fever” had to be slaughtered owing 
to severe injury to the muscles of one thigh. 

The second, after having also completely recovered so 
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far as the symptoms of “ milk fever” were indicated, had 
to be destroyed onthe 7th day, suffering from acute 
tuberculosis. 

The third after being on the fair way towards recovery, 
though she had not regained the use of her legs, was bled 
by the owner and thereafter speedily succumbed. 

The fourth I only saw once, when she was on her feet, 
after having been several hours down, and after having 
been dosed with some patent medicine and whiskey, but 
I learned some weeks after that she died the following 
night after my visit—presumably from “ milk fever.” 

The fifth, and last case was dosed at least twice, if not 
oftener, with whiskey, before I was called, and died on 
the fourth day; never having been able to get up, al- 
though she regained conciousness, and ate and drank 
pretty well for one day. 

In conclusion I may state that I give from 6 to 8 drams 
the first dose, and 40z. each succeeding dose, at intervals 
of two, four, or six hours, according to the severity of the 
symptoms aud the size of the animal, and that if the cases 
are treated in the first, or early part of the second stage, 
the average number of doses does not exceed two. 
Wigton, N.B. Tuos. M. McConneE 


MILK FEVER. 


Whilst writing I will record our experience in regard 
to the sedative treatment for parturient apoplexy recom- 
mended by Mr. McConnell. 

During the last twelve months we have treated fifteen 
cases with the following results :— 

Eleven complete recoveries. 

One killed, thoroughly comatosed, case apparently 
hopeless. 

Another apparently recovered from the original 
affection, but being unable to get up, after three 
days trial the owner had it destroyed. 

The third (of the fatal cases) despite our advice tt 
the contrary, the owner insisted upon having io 
bled freely. The animal recovered so far recovered 
as to be able to hold her head up steadily and eat, 
but never regained strength to get up, and died 

_ after six days illness. 

The last recovered completely from the primary affection 
but had to be destroyed owing to mortification of one 
half of the udder, brought about by being allowed to re- 
main on one side too long. 

So far the success attending this mode of treatment 
has exceeded that of any other form in our experience. 
We give chlor. hyd. 1} to 2ozs. at the outset, and 6dr. 
to loz. every four hours afterwards until the cow can 
hold her head up steadily. In no case have we found it 
necessary to give more than five doses. When the patient 
can hold its head up the following is given twice a day 
until it can stand easily. 

R. Ammon. Carb. ) of each 
Nux Vom. 
Gentian seeds loz. 
We generally find it necessary to remove the foeces and 
urine once or twice during the course of the disease, and 
always insist upon having someone in almost constant 
attendance to keep the animal from lying too much on 
her side. Country. 


“ONLY SIMPLE JUSTICE.” 


Sir, 

In The Veterinary Record of the 5th March appears an 
article written by Mr. Rutherford under the above 
heading 


He appears to’ complain (and justly too) of having 


words put into his mouth he did not use. He has set | Road, 8.W 


the ball rolling so 1 presume he will not object to my 
having a kick at it also. It is evident I was present at 
the meeting he refers to, and regret having to makea 
complaint of quite an opposite nature. All present are 
aware that I was on my feet and spoke for a considerable 
time. May I ask through the medium of The Record, 
why the party or parties responsible for the honest report 
of the discussion, completely suppressed my remarks} [ 
did not intend that my name should be mentioned in the 
controversy, but seerng I was compelled jto speak, I did 
so, hotly and firmly, courting ;no man’s favour nor fear- 
ing their frown. When I form an opinion I invariably 
stick to it and defend it until proved wrong. 

Now to the poiut. Mr. Rutherford when here 
attending the funeral of a relative, spent the forenoon 
driving out with me, and amongst other topics that of 
the “ Deptford lung’’ was discussed ; having a portion 
in my possession I gave him a section, and apparently he 
has made good use of it. 

On the section of the lung being handed round, as Mr. 
Rutherford has stated, I certainly marvelled at the con- 
summate skill and extraordinary abilities displayed by 
the gentlemen named, (Professors Williams and Bow- 
hill) in being able, at once with the naked eye, to recog- 
nise and describe the morbid condition of a piece of 
mummified tissue, and as Prof. Bowhill said, “ spoiled in 
the hardening.” 

I stated at the meeting that when I was in London in 
May last, the lung of an ox was shown me and my opinion 
was asked what I thought was wrong with it ; after a 
careful examination I had no hesitation in pronouncing 
it pleuro-pneumonia. On being told this was the Deptford 
lung, I brought home with me a portion of it. I said I 
did not care a bit for the opinions just given by Nocard, 
Billings or Williams, regarding this lung. They may 
call it broncho-pneumonia, croupous- pneumonia—eall it 
what they like ; but one thing is certain, it is that mor- 
bid condition of the lungs known in this country as 
“ pleuro-pneumonia contagiosa,” which opinion is still 
maintained by the responsible veterinary advisers to the 
Board of Agriculture who are, in this case, supported by 
Prof. McFadyean and others. ed 

I pointed out at the meeting that two opportunities 
had been afforded Prof. Williams and his staff to freely 
discuss this subject on neutral ground, and he did nottake 
advantage of it. 

The micro-photograph of a section of the Deptford 
lung was thrown on the screen by Dr. Hunter, and cer- 
tainly it did not resemble pleuro-pneumonia. But 
pointed out to Prof. Bowhill the possibility of obtaining 
a comparatively healthy section from a pleuro-pneumonis 
lung, and it would have been more satisfactory if the Dr. 
had thrown on the screen the micro-photographs 
several sections instead of one, as was the case. 

Yours fafthfully, Tuomas CAMPBELL. 
Kirkeudbright, 7th March. 
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